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INTRODUCTION 

The public communication space has changed 

along with the development of social media. 

Language not only functions as a means of 

exchanging information, but also as a medium 

to convey attitudes, views, and assessments of 

social issues (Ramadhani et al., 2026). 

Through the comment column, users bring 

together various perspectives, respond to 

opinions, and debate emerging issues 

(Koswara, 2025); Solihin et al., 2025). This 

dynamic can be seen in research on hate speech 

and discriminatory expressions as well as 

impoliteness in comments (Cruz-Silva & 

López-Paredes, 2026; Kernell & Noh, 2026). 

A similar phenomenon is also taking place on 

the X platform, where users express their 

views and respond to various issues that are 

developing. (Chidayat et al., 2025).  

One of the issues that triggered public 

discourse on platform X is the Free Nutritious 

Meal Program (MBG), which will begin to be 

Abstract: Criticism of public policy on social media is not always conveyed directly, but can be built through 

presuppositions that place certain assumptions as information that is considered to have been known together. 

This study examines the practice of presupposition in comments criticizing the Free Nutritious Eating Pro-

gram (MBG) on Platform X. The research uses a qualitative descriptive approach with an interpretive orien-

tation. Data in the form of 90 public comments were purposively selected and grouped into three parts of the 

analysis, namely 60 data to identify six types of presuppositions based on  (Yule, 1996), data to identify 

social and artistic criticism based on (Boltanski & Chiapello, 2005), and 10 data analyzed in an integrated 

manner using the theory of presupposition, criticism, and Appraisal (Martin & White, 2005). The results 

showed that all six types of presuppositions were found. Presupposition triggers present assumptions about 

the circumstances, actions, and causal relationships that are the basis for the speaker to deliver criticism. 

Social criticism questions the safety of beneficiaries, managers' profits, and budget priorities, while artistic 

criticism highlights coercion, restrictions on freedom, and closed dialogue spaces. In the ten integrated anal-

ysis data, presupposition triggers build on the assumptions underlying criticism, while criticism orientation 

shows the problems highlighted, both socially and artistically. Systems Appraisal show how the speaker 

evaluates the problem through Attitude Dominated Judgment, take a position against other views through 

Commitment Dominated Disclaim Counter, as well as strengthening evaluation through Graduation which 

includes Force Intensification and Force Quantification. These findings suggest that presupposition practices 

also shape the way speakers evaluate and express their rejection of MBG policies. The results of the study 

are limited to the interpretation of selected data and are not intended to describe the proportion of categories 

in the overall comments on Platform X. 
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implemented in stages on January 6, 2025 

under the coordination of the National 

Nutrition Agency (BGN) (Agustini & 

Mulyani, 2025). This program aims to increase 

the nutritional intake of the community, 

especially school children, toddlers, pregnant 

women, and lactating mothers, as well as 

support the health, growth, and improvement 

of the quality of Indonesia's human resources. 

As a policy that concerns the interests of the 

wider community, this program has generated 

a variety of responses, both support and 

criticism (Kiftiyah et al., 2025). Criticism of 

MBG includes issues of nutritional fulfillment, 

budget use, equitable distribution, and 

transparency and accountability for program 

implementation (Purnomo et al., 2025 

;Hadinata, 2026). Other responses highlight 

the implementation of policies that are 

considered to limit the public's freedom to 

question decisions or express their views 

(Mustika Maharani et al., 2026). These various 

criticisms show that netizens' comments not 

only assess the implementation of the program, 

but also question the basis, orientation, and 

way the policy is implemented. 

 Boltanski & Chiapello (2005) 

describes criticism as a response to 

circumstances that are seen as contrary to the 

values or order that are considered appropriate. 

The criticism consists of social criticism 

(Social Critical), which highlights inequality 

and injustice, as well as artistic criticism 

(Artistic Criticism), which emphasizes 

freedom, autonomy, and the rejection of 

restraint. In the context of public policy, both 

orientations can explain the basis of the 

dissatisfaction conveyed through comments 

(Napitupulu et al., 2026). Criticism is not 

always conveyed directly through explicit 

statements, but can be conveyed indirectly 

through speech that hints at a problem 

(Prihandini & Ulfah., 2026). Implicit meaning 

is an important aspect in the delivery of 

criticism because the speaker does not always 

express his intention directly. Understanding 

criticism requires interpreting the context and 

assumptions behind the speech. Therefore, 

critical analysis needs to examine the 

relationship between the speech delivered and 

the underlying presupposition to explain how 

the assumptions inherent in speech shape the 

reader's understanding of the criticized issue, 

especially when the speaker does not convey 

his criticism directly (Giunta et al., 2026). 

In pragmatic studies, the assumptions 

underlying speech can be analyzed through the 

concept of presupposition. Yule (1996) Define 

a presupposition as something that the speaker 

assumes has been known or accepted by the 

speech partner before the speech is delivered. 

Presuppositions are divided into six types, 

namely existential, factive, lexical, structural, 

nonfactual, and counterfactual. The 

classification helps identify the 

presuppositions that accompany speech and 

understand meanings that are not always 

explicitly stated (Macagno, 2026; Asro & 

Andriyani, 2025). In critical commentary, 

presuppositions present information that 

underlies the speaker's judgment. 

Presupposition analysis helps explain how the 

speaker leads the reader to understand the 

problem based on the point of view built 

through speech. 

In addition to containing presuppositions, 

critical comments also contain judgments that 

are realized through language choices. These 

evaluative aspects can be analyzed using the 

system Appraisal (Martin & White, 2005), 

which includes Attitude, Commitment, and 

Graduation. Attitude in relation to the 

evaluation of objects or behaviors, 

Commitment explain the speaker's position on 

other views, while Graduation examine the 

strengthening or weakening of evaluative 

meaning. In commentary, these three aspects 

can help reveal differences in the way speakers 

evaluate policies, respond to circulating views, 

and affirm critical attitudes through the 

intensity of the language used. Assessment can 

be directed at policies and their 

implementation, while the speaker's position 

on other views can show how comments are 

constructed in public discussion spaces. 

Strengthening or weakening evaluations also 

helps explain the extent to which criticism is 

affirmed through language choices (Sandre et 

al., 2026). 

Research on presuppositions has examined 
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the process of understanding and its use in a 

variety of contexts. Dietrich et al. (2024) 

suggests that presupposition processing is 

concerned with contextual distance and 

semantic plausibility. Informative functions 

and trigger types also affect presupposition 

accommodation (Giunta et al., 2025), while 

(Schmitz et al., 2025) examine the role of 

information retrieval from memory in the 

resolution of presuppositions and the 

understanding of discourse coherence. In the 

political context, the use of presuppositions in 

newspaper articles criticizing the Russian war  

(Al-Ebadi, 2024). Meanwhile, a study of 

Indonesian political memes (Sufi & Princess, 

2026) shows the use of presuppositions to 

convey criticism and ideological positions 

indirectly. These studies show that 

presuppositions play a role in understanding 

information and conveying implicit meanings 

in discourse. However, studies that link the 

type of presupposition to the form of criticism 

and linguistic evaluation in netizens' 

comments on public policy are still limited. 

This relationship is important to study to 

explain how presuppositions are used in 

conveying criticism and how the criticism is 

strengthened through language choices. 

Studies on digital criticism show that social 

media is a space for the public to evaluate 

policies and demand government 

accountability. Suganda et al. (2025) found 

that negative comments on development (IKN) 

not only convey an assessment of policies, but 

also contain demands and considerations that 

are realized through evaluative, directive, and 

analytical actions. Nasrullah et al. (2026) 

identify expressions of disappointment, socio-

economic grievances, and delegitimization of 

authority in YouTube comments regarding the 

adjustment of LPG subsidy regulations. 

Meanwhile, (Shea et al., 2025) It shows that 

rebuttals to news comments on social media 

use a variety of strategies, including personal 

attacks, logical disqualifications, and moral 

judgments. Naepi et al. (2026) highlighting the 

issue of protecting academic freedom, 

especially the unclear definition and 

application of regulations that can limit critical 

expression. In the Indonesian context, 

(Arintyas et al., 2026) found that digital 

mobilization through #BubarkanDPR and 

17+8 People's Demands is related to demands 

for accountability and institutional response. 

understood precisely. Overall, previous 

research shows various forms and strategies of 

digital criticism. In the context of netizens' 

comments about the Free Nutritious Meal 

Program (MBG), the study of presuppositions 

helps to understand the meaning of criticism, 

especially when criticism is conveyed 

indirectly through diction choices whose 

meaning depends on the context and common 

knowledge between users. 

A number of studies on the Free Nutritious 

Meal Program (MBG) reveal the problem of 

policy implementation and various community 

responses. Rares et al. (2026) Finding 

implementation constraints, especially in 

setting goals and adjusting policies to local 

conditions. Squirting (2025) Identify public 

sentiment and communication issues in the 

implementation of the program. Cici Suhaeni 

et al. (2025) found YouTube comment themes 

related to prices, food distribution, perception 

of benefits, and people's emotional and 

political reactions. Ferry Darmawan et al. 

(2026) found criticism from netizens in the 

form of rejection of the program, distrust of the 

government, policy and budget issues, and 

innuendo against the implementation of MBG. 

Meanwhile, (Soma & Uchiyama, 2026) 

Finding parents' expectations for nutrition 

education, monitoring of food providers, and 

transparency and supervision of the program. 

Overall, previous research has revealed the 

problem of MBG implementation and the 

diverse public responses to the program. 

However, studies that examine how 

presuppositions are used in netizens' 

comments to convey criticism of MBG on 

Platform X are still limited. Presupposition 

analysis, forms of criticism, and Appraisal 

systems can provide a deeper understanding of 

how criticism is constructed through language, 

how speakers convey their assessment of 

MBG policies, and how presuppositions guide 

readers in interpreting criticized issues. 

The study of language and digital discourse 

also provides a foundation for understanding 
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how criticism is delivered. Sikorskii & Carrió-

Pastor (2026) examine negative evaluations of 

politicians in X through the system Appraisal, 

while (White, 2025) Explain the role of 

evaluative choices in the formation of the 

perspective and persuasive power of 

journalism. Krykoniuk et al. (2025) Develop a 

framework for analyzing the relationships 

between messages based on attitude, cohesion, 

coherence, and logic quality. Stolwijk et al. 

(2026) testing automated approaches to 

measure interactivity, diversity, rationality, 

and impropriety in political discussions, while 

(Gajewska, 2026) Comparing credibility-

based argumentation strategies in television 

and social media debates. Overall, the study 

describes language evaluation, argumentation 

strategies, and the quality of digital 

interactions. However, the relationship 

between the assumptions underlying 

comments, the orientation of social criticism, 

and the realization of language evaluation on 

public policy have not been the integrated 

focus of these studies. This study fills this gap 

by integrating presupposition theory (Yule, 

1996), social criticism (Boltanski & Chiapello, 

2005), as well as the Appraisal (Martin & 

White, 2005). The novelty of the analysis lies 

in the use of three perspectives to explain the 

types of presuppositions, forms of criticism, 

and presupposition practices in critical 

commentary on MBG. This approach is 

expected to expand the pragmatic study of 

public policy discourse by revealing the 

practice of presupposition in criticism and the 

way netizens express judgment through 

language. 

Based on this gap, this study is entitled "The 

Practice of Presupposition in Critical 

Discourse on the Free Nutritious Meal 

Program: A Pragmatic Study on Platform X" 

with the aim of (1) describing the types of 

presuppositions contained in comments 

criticizing the Free Nutritious Eating Program 

(MBG) on Platform X; (2) describing the form 

of criticism conveyed in the comment; and (3) 

describing the practice of presupposition in 

criticism of MBG. 

 

 

METHOD 

This study uses a qualitative descriptive ap-

proach with an interpretive orientation to de-

scribe and interpret the use of language in dig-

ital discourse (Alejandro & Zhao, 2024). This 

approach is used to analyze netizens' com-

ments on Platform X by considering lingual 

units and speech context in identifying the 

types of presuppositions, examining the orien-

tation of criticism towards MBG, and analyz-

ing the practice of presupposition in criticism 

through the relationship between the type of 

presupposition, the orientation of criticism, 

and the evaluation of language based on the 

system Appraisal (Herring, 2025). The re-

search was directed to answer three objectives, 

namely to describe the types of presupposi-

tions, forms of criticism, and presupposition 

practices in comments criticizing the Free Nu-

tritious Eating Program (MBG). The analysis 

prioritized the depth of interpretation over sta-

tistical representativeness. Therefore, the find-

ings were limited to the data analyzed and were 

not intended to be representative of all users of 

Platform X. 

The research data was in the form of 90 

public comments on Platform X that criticized 

the Free Nutritious Eating Program (MBG). 

Comments were collected from various up-

loads discussing MBG, both on news media 

accounts, institutional or political party ac-

counts, public official accounts, and other user 

accounts. Data sources were selected purpos-

ively by considering the relevance of the dis-

cussion to MBG, the existence of linguistic el-

ements that are in accordance with the focus of 

the research, and the adequacy of context to 

support interpretation (Yu et al., 2025). Data 

collection was carried out on June 5–August 

31, 2026. A total of 200 initial comments were 

collected and selected based on their relevance 

to the research focus. Comments are retained 

when discussing MBG, contain linguistic ele-

ments that can be analyzed based on a theoret-

ical framework, and have sufficient context to 

interpret.  

Data selection was carried out purposively 

based on suitability with the research focus and 

analysis needs (Bouncken et al., 2026). Of the 

90 selected comments, 60 data were analyzed 
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based on six types of presuppositions accord-

ing to (Yule, 1996), 10 data each. A total of 20 

data were analyzed based on two forms of crit-

icism according to (Boltanski & Chiapello, 

2005), namely social criticism and artistic crit-

icism, 10 data each. The other ten data were 

analyzed in an integrated manner using pre-

supposition theory (Yule, 1996), critical theory 

(Boltanski & Chiapello, 2005), as well as the 

Appraisal (Martin & White, 2005), which in-

cludes Attitude, Commitment, and Graduation. 

The selection of data was based on the suita-

bility of the comments with theoretical indica-

tors and adequacy. Comments that are not rel-

evant to MBG, duplicate, only contain sym-

bols without linguistic elements that can be an-

alyzed, or do not have adequate context are ex-

cluded from the corpus. Comments that pass 

the selection are then grouped based on theo-

retical indicators in each category. If the num-

ber of comments in a category has not reached 

10 data, the researcher again searches and se-

lects other comments that meet the criteria for 

the category until the number is sufficient 

(Scheel, 2026). This process is carried out in 

each category until 90 comments are obtained, 

consisting of 60 data for the analysis of the 

type of presupposition, 20 data for the analysis 

of the form of criticism, and 10 data for inte-

grated analysis through the Appraisal system. 

The determination of the same number in each 

category is a strategy for the preparation of the 

analytical corpus to ensure that all categories 

are represented in the analysis, not to describe 

the proportion of the appearance of categories 

in the overall comments on Platform X 

(Noakes et al., 2025). 

The researcher acts as the main instrument 

(The Human Instrument) in data collection, se-

lection, encoding and interpretation (A'yun et 

al., 2025). Coding is done manually and de-

ductively based on indicators within each the-

oretical framework. Presupposition analysis 

refers to linguistic triggers and the context of 

comments, the classification of criticism is 

based on social or artistic orientation, while 

analysis Appraisal refers to subsystems Atti-

tude, Commitment, and Graduation. Data are 

recorded in a corpus table that contains code, 

comments, lingual units, triggers, and interpre-

tations. Data that have the potential to cause 

differences in interpretation are reviewed by 

considering the context of the comments and 

the theoretical indicators used. Data analysis 

follows an interactive model (Matthew B. 

Miles & Huberman, 2007), which includes 

data condensation, data presentation, and con-

clusion drawing and verification. The applica-

tion of the theoretical framework was adjusted 

to the purpose of analysis in each data group. 

A total of 60 data were analyzed using presup-

position theory (Yule, 1996), while 20 data 

were analyzed based on the classification of 

social criticism and artistic criticism 

(Boltanski & Chiapello, 2005). The other 10 

data were analyzed integratively by linking the 

types of presuppositions, critical orientation, 

and linguistic evaluation through the system 

Appraisal (Martin & White, 2005). The entire 

coding and interpretation process is carried out 

by the researcher himself without involving a 

second coder. 

This study uses publicly accessible com-

ments on Platform X while still considering 

user privacy. The use of social media data 

needs to consider the norms, characteristics, 

and context of interactions on each platform to 

determine ethical practices, including anony-

mization and inclusion of sources. In line with 

these considerations, the identity of the ac-

counts in this study was not included and each 

comment was coded (Harrington, 2025). The 

data is used for academic purposes with the 

privacy of users in mind. 
 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The analysis was carried out on 90 netizens' 

comments on Platform X which were divided 

into three groups according to the research ob-

jectives, namely 60 data for the type of presup-

position (six types, 10 data each), 20 data for 

the form of criticism (social criticism and ar-

tistic criticism, 10 data each), and 10 data for 

the practice of presupposition through  the Ap-

praisal system. This division is determined 

through a quota of 10 data per category, so that 

the percentage in Table 1, including the same 

11.1% in each category, shows the composi-
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tion of the analytical corpus and not the fre-

quency of category occurrence on Platform X. 

The results are therefore read qualitatively as a 

variety of triggers and criticism orientation, 

not as a comparison of numbers. 

 

Table 1. Distribution of research data 
Yes Focus of Analysis Categories Data Code Quantity (F) Present (%) 

1. Types of presuppo-

sitions 

Existential PE1–PE10 10 11,1 

  Factual PF1–PF10 10 11,1 

  Lexical PL1–PL10 10 11,1 

  Structural PS1–PS10 10 11,1 

  Nonfactual PN1–PN10 10 11,1 

  Counterfactual PK1–PK10 10 11,1 

2. Forms of criticism Social criticism KS1–KS10 10 11,1 

  Artistic criticism STEPS 1–

UKA10 

10 11,1 

3. The practice of pre-

supposition in criti-

cism 

Appraisal System 

(Attitude, Engage-

ment, Graduation) 

SA1–SA10 10 11,1 

Total    90 100% 

Types of presuppositions 

An analysis of 60 comments shows that all six 

types of presuppositions (Yule, 1996) i.e. exis-

tential, factive, lexical, structural, nonfactual, 

and counterfactual, found in comments criti-

cizing the Free Nutritious Eating Program 

(MBG) on Platform X. The six types show that 

differences in information are presupposedly 

through the use of language.  
 

Table 2. Corpus of existential presupposition data 
Code Data Triggers Interpretation 

PE1 It's funny, he said that the pro-

gram is for school children, but 

the most noisy when there is a 

problem is the managers. 

The managers Supposition the existence of the MBG man-

agement which is actually more prominent in 

the polemic than children as the target of the 

program. 

PE2 It is evident that mbg is not for 

school children and pregnant 

women, but for businessmen and 

office holders. 

Businessman, 

businessman, 

office holder 

It is assumed that MBG involves the interests 

of businessmen and officials, so that its im-

plementation is considered to deviate from 

the original purpose of the program. 

PE3 Well, I tell you that MBG has a 

lot of mafia. Many people are 

looking for profit, starting from 

the corruption of raw materials 

that should buy fresh ones to buy 

bad quality ones so that they can 

make a lot of profit. 

Mafia MBG Suppose the existence of mafia practices in 

MBG that are oriented to profit through food 

corruption. 

Note. The amount of data that is analyzed in depth is set through a quota of 10 per category and does not reflect 

the distribution in the corpus. A single comment can contain more than one trigger. 

All triggers in Table 2 are in the form of noun 

phrases that name or label certain parties so that the 

existence of these parties is assumed without the 

need to be introduced. The triggers are divided into 

business actors and officials (PE1, PE2, PE4, PE7), 

criminal labels such as mafias and thugs (PE3, 

PE6), markers such as certain groups and individ-

uals (PE5, PE8), and buzzers (PE9, PE10). The use 

of existential prepositions allows netizens to as-

sume the existence of the beneficiary without men-

tioning their identity, while buzzers assume the ex-

istence of support driven in the public space. In all 

data, the party assumed to exist is the executor or 

interested party, not the beneficiary. 
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Table 3. Factive presupposition data corpus 
Code Data Trig-

gers 

Interpretation 

PF1 He is not malnourished. But he is not smart 

enough to know the MBG process which is at a 

bad rate and often poisoned. Height does not 

add to the problem. 

Know Suppose that the MBG process is inad-

equate and often causes poisoning 

PF2 If the basis of this MBG idea is because he has 

found stunted children several times, why not 

just make it specific into a kind of nutrition im-

provement program for certain communities, so 

it is more targeted and clear. 

Found It is assumed that the idea of MBG de-

parts from the findings of stunting chil-

dren, but the program has not been spe-

cifically designed so that it does not 

meet the target. 

PF3 MBG programs whose food is not nutritious. 

CISDI found that 17% of MBG menus only 

meet Nutritional Adequacy. The reality in the 

field is that the menu is determined by SPPG 

owners, not nutritionists. Food is often stale. 

Many foods are not consumed. 

Find It is assumed that only 17% of the 

MBG menu meets nutritional ade-

quacy. 

The trigger in Table 3 is a factive verb that 

places the content of the proposition as a fact that 

is known, realized, understood, or accepted by the 

speaker. The verb know, find, find, be aware, be 

aware, be aware, and understand (PF1, PF2, PF3, 

PF6, PF8, PF10) presupposes the truth of the infor-

mation contained in the complementary clause. For 

example, the verb found in PF3 presupposes that 

only 17% of the MBG menu meets nutritional ad-

equacy. Meanwhile, the verb regret and surprise 

(PF4, PF7, PF9) treats the event or circumstance 

that is the basis for regret and surprise as facts. The 

expression I admit (PF5) also marks the speaker's 

acceptance of the truth.  

 
Table 4. Lexical presupposition data corpus 

Code Data Triggers Interpretation 

PL2 The problem of MBG is state cap-

ture. It is no longer thugs asking 

for rations, but one country has 

been dominated by advanced 

stage malignant cancer. MBG is 

just one of the many rottencies 

that have emerged. 

Next It assumes that state control has taken place 

and reached an increasingly severe level. 

PL3 Again and again the MBG poison-

ing is still calculated as a percent-

age of that cheap human life. 

More 

 

It is assumed that cases of MBG poisoning 

have occurred repeatedly. 

 

PL4 I don't stop thinking about the 

people who play at MBG, finally 

one by one they started to pretend 

to be doing community service 

anymore, that MBG is a project, a 

business that must benefit them, 

not the people who benefit from 

it. 

Still 

 

 

 

 

It is assumed that support for MBG is main-

tained even though the program has caused 

many casualties. 

The triggers in Table 4 mark two patterns of 

lexical presuppositions. The first pattern is a 

marker of recurrence (continuous, again, repeated, 

repeated, consecutive; PL1, PL3, PL5, PL6, PL7, 

PL10) which presupposes that an event or circum-

stance has occurred before. Four data attribute this 

pattern to cases of MBG poisoning (PL1, PL3, 

PL7, PL10), so that poisoning is positioned as a re-

curring problem. Meanwhile, PL5 and PL6 use 

these markers to highlight the discussion of MBG 

that continues to be raised and the operation of pro-

grams that are expected to occur again. The second 

pattern is in the form of sustainability markers 

(continued, still; PL2, PL4, PL8, PL9) that presup-

pose that a state or activity has taken place and has 

not yet ended.  
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Table 5. Corpus of structural presupposition data 
Code Data Trig-

gers 

Interpretation 

PS1 For whatever reason, I'm fed up with this mbg. 

Bpjs pbi/bp local government on this ggr is deac-

tivated, school skrg must be online. What is the 

urgency of this mbg? Making the poisoning of 

children is still maintained, ohhhh because emg 

has become a field of corruption. It's worth it, the 

state at the end of this year will be dissolved. 

What is 

the ur-

gency 

of this 

MBG? 

It is assumed that the urgency of im-

plementing MBG needs to be ques-

tioned because the policy is consid-

ered to burden the community and 

cause a bad impact. 

PS2 Feeding our children with what? Shredded bread? 

Malkist? Roma biscuit pudding? High-sugar 

brownies? Tango wafers? Tempeh chips? Fried 

beans? Marinated catfish that is not vacuumd? Go 

home, call the prayer mat, pray, pray to God to 

get a more halal job soon. 

Feed-

ing our 

chil-

dren 

with 

what? 

It is assumed that the MBG menu is 

dominated by foods that are consid-

ered unhealthy and do not meet the 

nutritional needs of children. 

 

 

PS3 Feeding 60 million? Whose money is it using? 

What is the quality? What is the corruption? 

MBG is a waste of state money. 1 million jobs? 

Who lost their jobs because of 2 MBG. How 

much is affected by the inflation effect of the in-

crease in basic food prices due to MBG. 

How is 

the 

qual-

ity? 

Assuming that the quality of MBG is 

considered not guaranteed and its im-

plementation needs to be accounted 

for. 

The triggers in Table 5 are dominated by inter-

rogative constructions with  the question words 

what, how, how much, and who (PS1–PS4, PS6, 

PS8), yes/no questions (PS5, PS7, PS9), and ellip-

tical constructs (PS10). The structure places certain 

propositions as information that the speaker as-

sumes. On PS4, for example, the question How 

many children are poisoned again? assumes that a 

case of poisoning has occurred before. Another 

word  also raises a lexical presupposition about re-

currence. Other questions highlight the urgency, 

quality, benefits, financing, evaluation, and ac-

countability of the implementation of MBG. 

 

Table 6. Nonfactual presupposition data corpus 
Code Data Triggers Interpretation 

PN1 The head starts to get heavy is this a sign that 

mbg is going to stop or it's time to sleep and 

dream. 

Dream Assuming that MBG stops is still 

limited to hope or wishful thinking, 

not reality. 

PN2 If the school can reject MBG, I can already im-

agine what will happen. There will be a lot of 

threats/pressure on the Principal and Teachers 

from the school who refuses. Especially, the 

threat of BOS funds to be withdrawn like the 

one yesterday was crowded. 

Imagine It assumes that schools that reject 

MBG will face threats and pressure, 

including withdrawal of BOS 

funds. 

PN3 Imagine if the parent panicked to see his child 

having seizures like this, but the government 

never imagined being an orphan whose child 

was a victim of MBG. 

Imagine It is assumed that the government 

does not have empathy for parents' 

panic when their children become 

victims of MBG. 

Nonfactual presuppositions are presuppositions 

that arise through expressions that place the con-

tent of the proposition as something that is not con-

sidered to be fact or reality. Triggers in Table 6 in-

clude imagining (PN2, PN3, PN5, PN9), dreaming 

or dreaming (PN1, PN4, PN6), and pretending 

(PN7, PN8, PN10).  Dreams and imagines present 

circumstances that have not yet been realized, such 

as the termination of MBG and the improvement of 

program quality (PN1, PN4, PN5, PN6). Mean-

while, pretending shows the contradiction between 

the circumstances displayed by the government 

and the conditions that are considered to actually 

occur (PN7, PN8, PN10). 

 

 

 



Indonesian EFL Journal (IEFLJ)  p-ISSN 2252-7427, e-ISSN 2541-3635 

Volume 12, Issue 3, September 2026 https://journal.uniku.ac.id/index.php/IEFLJ/index  

1185  

Table 7. Corpus of counterfactual presuppositions data 
Code Data Triggers Interpretation 

PK1 MBG should be stopped. The budget is to in-

crease subsidies, because if oil rises, it will af-

fect all sectors until purchasing power. If MBG 

is stopped, there will be no negative impact, but 

it will be better. 

It should 

be 

It assumes that MBG should be 

stopped and the budget diverted to 

subsidies, when in fact the pro-

gram is still running. 

 

PK2 If you support mbg, you should also feel strange 

why when you are temporarily dismissed during 

a school holiday, the one who protests is the em-

ployer. While. School holidays. In fact, tempo-

rary holidays can be used for evaluation, if you 

want to improve the program. Meanwhile, dur-

ing school holidays, the children who are the 

main targets can be at home. They do not pro-

test. 

It should 

be 

 

It is assumed that the school holi-

day period should be used to eval-

uate MBG, while in reality the 

temporary suspension is actually 

questioned by the organizer entre-

preneurs. 

PK3 This is if yes: if the kitchen is only targeted for 

1 school with a minimum menu of 25-30 thou-

sand per serving and of course it is very suitable 

to eat, I think this mbg will not cause contro-

versy like so far which only pursues quantity but 

poor quality. 

Should it 

be 

It is assumed that MBG will not 

cause controversy if the quality of 

the food and the number of recipi-

ents are considered, when in real-

ity the implementation of the pro-

gram prioritizes quantity over 

quality. 

Counterfactual presuppositions assume alterna-

tive circumstances that are contrary to ongoing re-

ality or conditions. The triggers in Table 7 include 

markers of what should and should be (PK1, PK2, 

PK6, PK8, PK10), as well as markers of assump-

tions, assumptions, and ifs, (PK3, PK4, PK5, PK7, 

PK9). These markers present conditions that are 

considered more appropriate, but have not been re-

alized in the implementation of MBG. These alter-

native conditions include the termination or evalu-

ation of MBG (PK1, PK2, PK4, PK5, PK8), im-

provement of the quality and implementation 

mechanism (PK3, PK6, PK10), and the transfer of 

budget priorities for the public interest (PK7, PK9). 

The counterfactuality in this data lies in the contra-

diction between the conditions expected by the 

speaker and the reality of the implementation of 

MBG, so that criticism is built through the high-

lighting of the gap between the policies that should 

be implemented and the conditions that actually 

occur. 

 

Forms of criticism 

Analysis of 20 comments by classification 

(Boltanski & Chiapello, 2005) produces two forms 

of criticism, namely social criticism (Table 8) and 

artistic criticism (Table 9). 

 
Table 8. Social criticism data corpus 

Code Data Lingual units Interpretation 

KS1 "We apologize and we promise to fix it", the answer 

that appeared when MBG poisoning occurred. After 

all, the name is also a hypocritical mouth that will 

definitely lie, in fact cases of MBG poisoning con-

tinue to occur almost every day. 

It happens contin-

uously almost 

every day. 

Criticizing the repeated 

cases of MBG poison-

ing despite promises of 

improvement. 

KS2 If you continue to do so, please, but it would be better 

to remove the mbg kitchen, return the distribution to 

the school, what is the point of having a school can-

teen but not empowered, the school canteen under-

stands the needs of students better and is also easier 

to control, this is even busy looking for money from 

the mbg kitchen. 

It is better to re-

move the MBG 

kitchen; the 

school canteen 

understands the 

needs of students 

better. 

Problematic is the ori-

entation of MBG man-

agement which only fo-

cuses on the profits of 

entrepreneurs so that 

the needs of students 

are neglected. 

KS3 If you support mbg, you should also feel strange why 

when you are temporarily dismissed during a school 

holiday, the one who protests is the employer. While. 

School holidays. In fact, temporary holidays can be 

The protesters 

were the business-

men; the children 

who became vic-

tims. 

Highlighting the inter-

ests of entrepreneurs 

that are more visible 

through the protest 

against the termination 
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used for evaluation, if you want to improve the pro-

gram. Meanwhile, during school holidays, the chil-

dren who are the main targets can be at home. They 

do not protest. 

 

 

of MBG than the needs 

of students as benefi-

ciaries. 

 

The social criticism in Table 8 centers on the 

losses or injustices experienced by the public. The 

most common issues are repeated safety and poi-

soning (KS1, KS4, KS9, KS10), followed by the 

profit orientation of entrepreneurs or managers 

(KS2, KS3, KS6), budget burdens and priorities 

(KS7, KS8), and ignored community aspirations 

(KS5). In these data, objections are measured by 

their impact on beneficiaries and society so that the 

underlying value is justice for the benefits and bur-

dens of the program 

 
Table 9. Corpus of artistic criticism data 

Code Data Lingual units Interpretation 

KA1 At my child's school, I want to have a meeting 

with the owner of the MBG kitchen because the 

school has not sent MBG for 3 weeks. All parents 

of students have petitioned to reject MBG, but the 

kitchen still persuades them to accept wkwkwk 

who is here who doesn't want this program to 

stop. 

Persuade them to 

accept it. 

Criticizing efforts to 

maintain MBG by ignor-

ing the wishes of the stu-

dent's guardians who 

have expressed their re-

jection of the program. 

KA2 The journalist who asked about the MBG issue 

was then revoked from the ID card of the palace 

reporter, considered asking outside the agenda. 

But precisely from the question, we know that the 

president really cares about the problem of MBG 

poisoning. Whoever revokes his ID Card, he does 

not understand the freedom of the press! 

The journalist's ID 

card was revoked. 

Highlighting restrictions 

on press freedom through 

the revocation of journal-

ists' ID cards after asking 

questions about MBG. 

 

 

KA3 It's very frustrating, yes, I already know that the 

program is problematic, prone to irregularities, 

corruption. It's still stubborn as if the program is 

successful, I already know cases of poisoning 

everywhere. 

Just stubbornly pre-

tend that the pro-

gram is a success. 

Questioning the attitude 

of the organizers who 

continue to maintain the 

program despite facing 

various problems and 

cases of poisoning. 

The artistic criticism in Table 9 centers on the 

restriction of freedom and space for participation. 

The restriction of expression and information is 

seen in the revocation of journalists' ID cards 

(KA2), information disclosure (KA4), freedom of 

opinion (KA5), and the prohibition of posting 

(KA6). The forced acceptance of programs is seen 

in KA1 and KA7, the closure of dialogue and input 

spaces in KA3, KA8, and KA10, and the domi-

nance of the bureaucracy that prioritizes compli-

ance with KA9. 

 

Presupposition practice through appraisal system 

The analysis of 10 data on presupposition practices 

in criticism of MBG was carried out by applying 

three theoretical frameworks in an integrated man-

ner, namely presupposition (Yule, 1996), social 

criticism and artistic criticism (Boltanski & 

Chiapello, 2005), as well as the Appraisal (Martin 

& White, 2005). The three frameworks are used to 

identify the types of presuppositions, forms of crit-

icism, and the use of subsystems Attitude, Commit-

ment, and Graduation in the same data. The corpus 

of data is presented in Table 10. 

 

Table 10. Data corpus of presupposition practices through the appraisal system 
Code Data Presuppo-

sition 

Criticism Attitude Commitment Graduation 

SA1 The people of 

Nagekeo have their 

houses destroyed, 

sleeping in the refu-

gee tent The ❌ 
President comes: 

Lexical 

(not yet): 

indicates a 

state that 

has not 

been 

Social: 

highlight-

ing the in-

compati-

bility of 

Judgement: 

evaluation of 

the handling 

of commu-

nity prob-

lems.  

Entertain: the 

question "MBG 

is benefited?" 

opens up the as-

sessment room. 

Force Intensi-

fication: the 

word "even" 

reinforces op-

position. 
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'MBG feels the ben-

efits? Do you want 

to continue?' ✅ 

The house is not in 

order, even the flag-

ship program is be-

ing promoted. The 

stage of disaster 

grief feels like a 

customer satisfac-

tion survey. 

achieved, 

namely 

that the 

residents' 

houses 

have been 

repaired. 

govern-

ment com-

munication 

priorities 

with the 

conditions 

of disaster-

affected 

communi-

ties. 

Apprecia-

tion: a nega-

tive assess-

ment of gov-

ernment 

communica-

tion through 

the analogy 

of a "cus-

tomer satis-

faction sur-

vey". 

 

 

Disclaim Coun-

ter: the word 

"even" contra-

dicts the condi-

tion of refugees 

with MBG pro-

motion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SA2 In the past, I found 

it difficult to imag-

ine how much 1 bil-

lion dollars was. 

After there was 

MBG, it became 

easy for me to im-

agine it. It turns out 

that only 8% of 

MBG's budget is 

taken from the edu-

cation budget. It's 

very cheap for the 

US war losses in 

front of MBG. 

Factual 

(apparent): 

shows that 

8% of the 

MBG 

budget is 

sourced 

from the 

education 

budget and 

presents 

the infor-

mation as a 

fact that is 

only 

known to 

the 

speaker. 

Social: is-

sues with 

the alloca-

tion of the 

MBG 

budget as-

sociated 

with the 

use of the 

education 

budget and 

the com-

parison of 

financing 

priorities 

Apprecia-

tion: an as-

sessment of 

the magni-

tude of war 

losses 

through the 

phrase "very 

cheap". This 

expression 

builds irony 

because the 

war losses 

are com-

pared to the 

MBG 

budget. 

Proclaim Pro-

nounce: the 

word "appar-

ently" confirms 

information 

about budget al-

location as a 

finding that 

needs to be con-

sidered by the 

reader. 

 

Force Intensi-

fication: the 

word once re-

inforces the 

evaluation in 

the phrase 

"very cheap". 

Force Quanti-

fication: the 

word "only" 

limits the pro-

portion of the 

stated budget 

to 8% 

 

SA3 After reading the 

news that the 

kitchen mbg wants 

to be made in the 

prison and the 

workers are in-

mates, they are 

paid. The more 

questioned: what is 

the skck for making 

a job application? 

Structural 

(the ques-

tion "What 

is SKCK 

for job ap-

plication 

actually 

for?): indi-

cates that 

SKCK is a 

require-

ment in the 

job appli-

cation pro-

cess. 

Social: 

question-

ing the ine-

quality of 

employ-

ment op-

portunities 

and the im-

plementa-

tion of ad-

ministra-

tive re-

quirements 

for job 

seekers 

Judgement 

Propriety: 

Questioning 

the propriety 

of the appli-

cation of 

SKCK re-

quirements 

for job seek-

ers when in-

mates actu-

ally get the 

opportunity 

to work in 

the MBG 

program. 

Entertain: the 

question "What 

is SKCK actu-

ally for? " opens 

up space to 

question the rel-

evance of 

SKCK require-

ments in the job 

acceptance pro-

cess. 

 

 

Force Intensi-

fication: The 

word "makin" 

increases the 

intensity of the 

speaker's criti-

cal attitude af-

ter reading the 

news about the 

involvement 

of inmates as 

MBG kitchen 

workers. 
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Table 10 presents an integrated analysis of the 

ten comments by relating the types of presupposi-

tions, the orientation of criticism, and the Ap-

praisal system. The presupposition analysis shows 

that all six types of presuppositions are found in the 

data. Presupposition triggers present assumptions 

about certain circumstances, actions, and relation-

ships that are the basis of the speaker in delivering 

criticism. Based on their orientation, eight com-

ments contain social criticism, while the other two 

contain artistic criticism, namely SA5 and SA8. 

The composition is the result of data selection for 

analysis purposes, not an overview of the fre-

quency of criticism on all comments on Platform 

X. 

In the Appraisal system, the speaker's assess-

ment of the problem is analyzed through three as-

pects. Attitude shows the speaker's attitude or eval-

uation of the person, action, or situation being dis-

cussed. This aspect is dominated by Judgement 

which is found in seven data, mainly to assess the 

appropriateness of implementing actions in SA3, 

SA5, SA7, SA8, and SA10. In addition, Apprecia-

tion is found in four data, namely SA1, SA2, SA4, 

and SA9, to provide an assessment of the situation 

or policy. No direct expression of feelings (Affect) 

was found. 

Furthermore, Engagement shows how the 

speaker positions his or her position against other 

views in the comment. The most prominent cate-

gory is  the Disclaim Counter with seven data, 

which is used to build opposition to a view or situ-

ation. Other categories include Entertain in SA1 

and SA3, Proclaim Pronounce in SA2, and Attrib-

ute Acknowledge in SA6. Graduation shows how 

speakers increase or limit the power and scope of 

assessment. In the analyzed data, this aspect in-

cludes Force Intensification to reinforce the inten-

sity of the evaluation and Force Quantification to 

indicate the size or scope of something. Both forms 

appear in data that have appropriate linguistic 

markers. 

 

Types of presuppositions in MBG criticism 

The findings in Tables 2–7 show that all six types 

of presuppositions are used to convey criticism 

through things that are considered already known. 

This is in line with the concept of pragmatic pre-

supposition, which is information that is consid-

ered as shared knowledge in conversation (Alford‐

Duguid, 2025). Phrase "MBG mafia" (PE3), for ex-

ample, assumes the existence of a mafia in the im-

plementation of MBG. Meanwhile, the question 

"How many more children are poisoned?" (PS4) 

assumes that cases of poisoning have occurred be-

fore and are repeated. This characteristic is in ac-

cordance with Levinson's (1983) explanation, that 

presuppositions remain understood even if speech 

is changed into a negative form or question. This 

can be seen in speech "I don't regret choosing" 

(PF4) which still assumes that the speaker has cho-

sen, and "No more poisoning" (PL3) which still 

presupposes previous poisoning. 

The use of this presupposition makes the criti-

cized party not only have to respond to the speak-

er's statement, but also the assumptions underlying 

the statement. This is in line with the view 

(Simons, 2025) that presuppositions can be used to 

convey views that seem to have been mutually 

agreed upon. In the context of criticism of MBG, 

the use of presuppositions allows the speaker to di-

rect the reader's attention to a particular issue with-

out having to state it directly. Previous research has 

shown that classification (Yule, 1996) can be ap-

plied to various forms of communication, such as 

online media, films, documentaries, and product 

commentary (Nasrul & Kifli Alwi, 2025); Asmaya 

Jutri et al., 2025; Asro & Andriyani, 2025; Tri 

Maelani, 2026). This study expands its application 

to comments on public policy. This study focuses 

on spontaneous comments on Platform X that use 

everyday expressions, such as "Please", "Abso-

lutely", and "Right", to criticize the MBG policy. 

In particular, in existential data, the party whose 

existence is assumed always refers to the imple-

menter or interested party in the program, not the 

beneficiary (PE1–PE10). On the other hand, 

(Dietrich et al., 2024; Giunta et al., 2025) suggests 

that the understanding of presuppositions is influ-

enced by the context and type of triggers. In line 

with these findings, the context of the poisoning 

case in the MBG commentary may help explain the 

use of presuppositions that indicate the repetition 

of events (PL1, PL3, PL10). 

Nonfactual and counterfactual presuppositions 

both refer to circumstances that are different from 

reality so they need to be clearly distinguished. 

Nonfactual presuppositions are characterized by 

words or expressions such as "dreaming", "imag-

ining", and "pretending" that indicate that the con-

tent of speech does not correspond to reality or has 

not yet happened. Meanwhile, counterfactual pre-

suppositions are characterized by assumptions or 

imperative expressions such as "if", "assumptions", 

"ifs", "should", and "should" that indicate a differ-

ent state from the reality being discussed. Each 

trigger is only included in one type of presupposi-

tion. In nonfactual data, differences are seen be-
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tween the imagined and the perceived real circum-

stances (PN7, PN8, PN10). In the counterfactual 

data, the difference can be seen between the condi-

tions that should have occurred and the implemen-

tation of the MBG program (PK1, PK9, PK10). 

 

Forms of criticism of the MBG programme 

Social criticism in this research data is related to 

the safety of beneficiaries, the profits of managers, 

and the priorities of the MBG budget. These issues 

are in line with the findings (Ferry Darmawan et 

al., 2026) shows that criticism of MBG is domi-

nated by implementation issues, especially food 

quality, poisoning cases, and uneven distribution. 

Research (Cici Suhaeni et al., 2025) found three 

trends in comments, namely concerns about food 

prices and food distribution, views on the benefits 

of MBG for children and society, and emotional 

and politically influenced responses. Meanwhile, 

(Rares et al., 2026) found that the determination of 

MBG recipients in North Sulawesi prioritizes ad-

ministrative readiness rather than the level of vul-

nerability of the community. As a result, vulnera-

ble groups such as toddlers, pregnant women, and 

breastfeeding mothers have not been reached, 

while distribution in urban areas is easier to imple-

ment than in archipelagic and remote areas. Mean-

while, artistic criticism is related to coercion, re-

strictions on freedom of expression, and closed 

spaces for dialogue (Br Panjaitan et al., 2025). 

These issues are related to information verification, 

evaluation of political actors' actions, and account-

ability demands (Pratiwi & Junaedi, 2026), direct, 

indirect, and virtual resistance to the silencing of 

freedom of expression (Simangunsong & Shenna, 

2024), as well as the dominance of negative senti-

ment in the discussion of legal processes, state 

losses, and institutional accountability (Hastuti et 

al., 2026). Although discussing adjacent issues, 

previous research has tended to group findings 

based on themes or sentiments. Framework 

(Boltanski & Chiapello, 2005) provides a distinc-

tion based on the basis of objection, namely loss 

and injustice in social criticism as well as auton-

omy and dominance in artistic criticism. This dis-

tinction can be seen in KS9 which demands ac-

countability for poisoning cases and KA4 which 

questions information disclosure and community 

involvement. 

Framework uses (Boltanski & Chiapello, 2005) 

In this study, it is an adaptation to analyze criticism 

of public policy. According to Boltanski, criticism 

is a confrontation between reality and the demand 

for justice (Corrêa, 2025). Based on this frame-

work, social criticism includes objections to the 

distribution of MBG losses, benefits, and liabili-

ties. Artistic criticism includes objections to re-

strictions on freedom of choice, expression, and 

participation, as well as dominance in the imple-

mentation of MBG programs. Categorization is 

based on the object of objection in speech, not 

solely on the use of specific words (Lyhne et al., 

2025). If a data contains both forms of criticism, 

the categorization is carried out based on the most 

dominant problem. 

Some data show a wedge between social and ar-

tistic criticism. The KA7 data is categorized as ar-

tistic criticism because it issues the forced ac-

ceptance of MBG through the threat of sanctions 

against schools that reject the program. The main 

objection is not to material losses due to sanctions, 

but to restrictions on the school's freedom to deter-

mine attitudes. The KA9 data highlights the domi-

nance of the bureaucracy that limits civil liberties 

and community participation. Meanwhile, KA10 

questions the rejection of input in the form of alter-

native management of MBG through the school 

canteen. This criticism is categorized as artistic 

criticism because it emphasizes the limited space 

of the community to convey alternatives and deter-

mine the implementation of the program. 

 

The practice of presuposis in MBG's criticism 

In the ten SA data, presuppositions became the ba-

sis for speakers to build assessments and convey 

criticism of MBG. Eight data contained social crit-

icism and two data contained artistic criticism 

(SA5 and SA8). The composition was a strategy 

for selecting analytical data, not an overview of the 

frequency of criticism on Platform X. In the Atti-

tude aspect, Judgement was found in seven data 

and Appreciation in four data, while Affect was not 

found. These findings show that the assessment is 

more directed at the propriety of the organizer's ac-

tions and conditions related to the implementation 

of the program. The assessment appears to be crit-

icism of actions that are considered intimidating to 

parents (SA8) and forcing the acceptance of MBG 

by schools (SA10), as well as the economic condi-

tions of the depressed community (SA4). In the En-

gagement aspect, the speaker uses questions to 

open up the assessment space (Entertain), affirma-

tion of information (Proclaim Pronounce), 

acknowledgement of other sources (Attribute 

Acknowledge), and contradiction of previous prop-

ositions (Disclaim Counter). Meanwhile, Gradua-

tion is used to strengthen the assessment or expand 

the scope of meaning, such as "once" in SA2 and 

"most knowing" in SA6. 

Findings on the Attitude aspect are in line with 
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the research (Sikorskii & Carrió-Pastor, 2026), 

found the use of Judgement to evaluate the capac-

ity, behavior, and appropriateness of political fig-

ures in offensive comments on Platform X. Both 

also showed the use of Graduation to strengthen 

judgments against criticized parties. Pratiwi & 

Junaedi (2026) found that political commentary 

was used to verify information, evaluate the state-

ments and actions of political actors, and question 

legitimacy and accountability. Hastuti et al (2026) 

It was also found that negative comments about 

corruption discussed a lot about the legal process, 

state losses, and institutional accountability. The 

findings showed that comments on social media 

contained assessments of actions, problems, and 

parties that were considered to cause problems or 

be responsible for the problems criticized. This 

study expands the discussion by examining the pre-

suppositions that underlie the judgment and critical 

orientation of the speakers. (Vivit Arista Dewi et 

al., 2026).  

The relationship between presupposition and 

Appraisal is seen when the same lingual unit per-

forms different analytical functions. The word "ap-

parently" in SA2 triggers the factive presupposi-

tion as well as a marker of affirmation (Proclaim 

Pronounce), while the question in SA3 gives rise to 

a structural presupposition as well as opens up a 

space for assessment (Entertain). In SA9, "as-

sume" establishes an alternative condition that be-

comes the basis for criticism of budget allocation 

priorities. This relationship shows that presupposi-

tions explain the information assumed in speech, 

while Appraisal describes how the speaker makes 

judgments, takes a position against other views, 

and reinforces meaning. These two frameworks are 

also different from the classification of criticism 

used to determine the basis of the speaker's objec-

tions, i.e. social injustice or restrictions on free-

dom, whereas Appraisal is used to identify the re-

alization of judgment in language. Therefore, all 

three frameworks work on different layers of anal-

ysis: presuppositions reveal assumed information, 

social and artistic criticism identifies the orienta-

tion of objections, whereas Appraisals describe 

how those objections are evaluated and delivered. 

 

CONCLUSION  

This study shows that criticism of the Free Nutri-

tious Meal Program on Platform X is not only con-

veyed through explicit statements, but also through 

information that is assumed to be known. First, six 

types of presuppositions are found in critical com-

mentary: existential naming the executor or inter-

ested party, factive and lexical framing poisoning 

as a true and recurring event, structural demanding 

accountability through questioning, and nonfactual 

and counterfactual presenting circumstances dif-

ferent from reality. 

Criticism of MBG is divided into social criti-

cism and artistic criticism. Social criticism is re-

lated to the safety of beneficiaries, managers' prof-

its, and budget priorities, while artistic criticism is 

related to coercion, restrictions on freedom of ex-

pression, and closed dialogue spaces. Third, the 

practice of presupposition in criticism appears 

when the information assumed to be the basis for 

assessment in Appraisal: assessment is more in the 

form of judgement on the actions of the imple-

menter, the position of the speaker is largely built 

through the Disclaim Counter, and the intensity of 

the evaluation is strengthened through Graduation. 

Thus, the interpretation of critical comments on 

public policy needs to pay attention to the assump-

tions underlying the speech, the basis of the objec-

tion value, and the way in which the assessment is 

positioned. These findings are descriptive and lim-

ited to the data analyzed. 
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